Sayed and Mohammad manage the Amenophis Hotel where some of us stayed in 2001/2002, and 2002/2003.  They have become our best friends in Luxor, even though they like to play pranks on us.  Sometimes we’d all hang out in the lobby, talking about the state of the world, trying to make sense of it all.  –especially US policy in the Middle East.  

Here is a peek at an e-mail between me and Sayed and me during the 2003 Iraqi war, the threat of which was looming during our last trip.  People in the West don’t seem to understand that people in Arab world fear us much more than we are indoctrinated to fear them, and probably with better reason.  They are worried about self-preservation.

