Dier El Medina was the village of the workers who built the tombs for the pharaohs.  One of the greatest treasures to come out of this archaeology site was the discovery of a huge garbage pit.  From the refuse of ordinary citizens of New Kingdom Egypt, archaeologists could reconstruct the daily life of the ancients.  They based their reconstructions on things like “pay stubs” (lists of grains that workers received as salaries), accounting records, household items, and love poems like these:

O my beautiful one, 
I wish I were part of your affairs, like a wife. 
With your hand in mine 
your love would be returned. 
I implore my heart: 
"If my true love stays away tonight, 
I shall be like someone already 
in the grave." 
Are you not my health and my life? 
How joyful is your good health
                


for the heart that seeks you!

If you re interested in learning more about women and language arts in the New Kingdom, check out this site:

http://www.tau.ac.il/~archpubs/projects/women_language_ramesside.html
