Media Arts 221 – Videography

Professor Casondra Sobieralski

NEW MEXICO HIGHLANDS UNIVERSITY | Assignment 2
“Kuleshov Effect”
Objectives:  Explore the construction of meaning through images, practice lighting technique

Introduction

In the early 1900s, montage was a popular Soviet film technique. A filmmaker named Lev Kuleshov created a famous experiment to demonstrate how the film (or video in this case) viewer constructs meaning from the relationships among images.  
Assignment
As per the montage videos we watched, create a “Kuleshov Effect” video of your own. 
· Include 1 shot of a face with neutral or minimal emotion. 
· Include 3 other shots. 
1 can be a still shot (but does not have to be). 
· Cut between the face and other shots. Thus the face shot must repeat, but others might or might not—your choice.
· Be conscious of how you light and shoot.  Use techniques we learned in class. The face shots should demonstrate your mastery of basic 3-point lighting. How you light the other shots is your choice. 
· Be mindful of how sequence, relationship, composition, shot type, framing, and lighting create meaning.  
· Sound or no sound is your choice, but be aware of how choices effect interpretation. 
· Storyboard before you shoot. (We will have time in class.)
· You will edit your footage in Final Cut Pro using basic techniques we have learned so far.  I recommend that you create more than one version to see the power of editing in what you are doing, but you only need to turn in your favorite version.
· Keep it SIMPLE. The effectiveness of this technique comes through its uncluttered simplicity. 
Length: 45-90 seconds. 

Technical
· Use the Panasonic 80-10 camera.

· Build on the skills you learned in Assignments 1: Your footage should be correctly white balanced, exposed and in sharp focus. 
· Apply lighting and camera shot lessons learned.
· Import and edit your footage in Final Cut Pro. 

· Once your film is complete, export it using the steps outlined in Assignment 1 [compress in Quicktime using h.264 video compression and AAC audio compression, use the following naming convention so I can identify it: FirstnameLastname_02.mov] 
· --and place it in the Videography dropbox for critique.

IMPORTANT DATES

FOOTAGE DUE IN CLASS SEPT 17, 2012; COMPLETED ASSIGNMENT DUE FOR CRITIQUE SEPT 21, 2012.
September 12: 
Storyboard workshop

September 14: 
Final Cut Pro demo on basic edits

September 17,19: 
Edit in class

September 21: 
Critique. Films must be finished before the beginning of class.

FAILURE TO ATTEND THE CRITIQUE WILL RESULT IN FAILING GRADE FOR THE PROJECT.
See syllabus for more detailed breakdown.
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