Media Arts 221 – Videography

Professor Casondra Sobieralski

NEW MEXICO HIGHLANDS UNIVERSITY | Assignment 4
3.5-4.5 minute “Memory” piece
Introduction
Video can obviously be used to RECORD memories, but how far can your imagination take you in using it as a tool to CONVEY the concept of memory or memories?
Assignment

Using the Panasonic 80-10 camera and the Advanced Audio Kit, create a 
3.5 to 4.5 minute documentary or narrative about a personal or community memory. 
 (That run time assumes titles & credits. So go with 3-4 minutes if the piece is intended for an installation.) 
· Use all the technical and conceptual skills we have learned, polished to the next level. 
· Focus on lighting, sound, composition, construction of meaning, and solid visual communication/storytelling. 
· You may—and should!--help each other with production, but everyone should have her or his own video at the end.
As before: 
· If you shoot indoors, three-point lighting is recommended. 
· Use good judgment about light and shadow if you shoot outdoors.  
· Whether you shoot indoors or outdoors, be mindful of the sound conditions around you. You are apt to have more challenges outdoors. 
· Regarding sound, “Mind your meters!”  Use headphones. 
· Visually, be mindful of what is BEHIND and around the person being interviewed.  What message does it send? How do color and contrast read? 
· Avoid white clothes, walls, et cetera, as white is apt to zebra out. Also avoid stripes or small patterns because they create moray patterns on video. 
Remember, strong pre-production is a vital step towards a well-realized shoot!
You will edit your footage in Final Cut Pro, drawing from the FULL ARRAY of editing skills you now have.   BUT—think like a cook.  A cook uses spices the blend and harmonize. A cook does not use every spice on the rack just because it is available. 
Technical Reminders
Record audio that peaks in the -6 range on your camera’s VU meter. Audio that is

recorded too low will require gain adjustment, which also makes room noise more

prominent. Audio that is recorded too “hot” will over-modulate and distort. 

Build on the skills you learned in Assignments 1, 2 and 3. Your footage should be correctly white balanced, exposed and in sharp focus. 
Import and edit your footage in Final Cut Pro. 
Once your film is complete, export it using the steps outlined in Assignment 1 [compress in Quicktime using h.264 video compression and AAC audio compression, 

use the following naming convention so I can identify it: FirstnameLastname_04.mov] 

 --and place it in the Videography dropbox for critique.
Remember to leave time for render and export. At this stage you might be (judiciously) including effects, and that means render time.  Titles also require render time.

You will be graded on:

Light and composition

Quality of Audio

Cinematography

Editing

Team spirit/cooperation

Completion on time 
IMPORTANT DATES

Footage due NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 26, but ideally you should be editing sooner.  Completed piece due Dec 3, 5 or 7, depending on the luck of the draw! 
November 5 – 9:  
Pre-production workshopping

November 12: 
Final Cut Pro Color Correction Demo (You are not required to 

color correct; it is icing at this stage. But you should have some 

familiarity.)
November 14-19:
Production/editing

[November 21-23 No Class, Holiday]
November 26-30: 
Class time for editing 
December 3,5,7:
CRITIQUES! (This is to allow everyone ample time to show work, discuss process and get lots of feedback.)
Due date in dropbox TBD

See syllabus for more detailed breakdown.
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